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A Tale of Intrigue
By Cautious Dalles .

i By Trumbull Higgins

¢ | evidence, the policy makin
’ " role of the OSS in bringing -
-} about the German surrenj.

. der in Italy was vital, to puf

ON MAY 2, 1945, a fe
days before the final col
lapse of Hitler's Thin

surrender of all -Germa
forces in Italy and Southe
Austria was announced b
Prime Minister Churchill i
the House of Commons. Th
story of how and why thi
long deferred capitulatio
came about has‘now. bee

- protagonists, Allen Dulles
then chief of the Office o
Strategic Services In Switz
erland and subsequently th
director of the Central In§
- felligence Agency.

damentally new revelations
the professional slant an
remarkable characterization
oi this fascinating recon
struction of the final stage
of the Italian campai
make this both firstrate hisj

- Qes.

however, since the Bay o
- Pigs, Dulles is inclined t
“understate somewhat . thdl’
-role of the intelligence comy’
.munity in determining poli
ey by means of the empha

since by Dulles’s

~ it mildly..
::"le'ss chief in the OSS, Wil

Reich, the wunconditional]”

Although lacking in funf -

tory and a potentially popuff
lar story of treason, espionf’

age and intrigue in high plag.
' . of the British intention in

NOT  SURPRISINGLY["

ses in its intelligence wef.
" theater,

- Indeed, from 1840, Dul 1'«

| Bill Donovan, and his prinf
“k _cipal \assistant on the Ge

“The Secret Surrender”
" by Allen Dulles (Harper &

" Row, 268 'pp, $5.95) is .
. reviewed by Trumbull
- Higgins, author of ' four

books on contemporary
military history.

* rGaevernitz, were men dedi-
cated to policies rather than
. to just estimates of their
own: Donovan to an Allied

" campaign in the Mediter- |

ranean and Gaevernitz to

- drawing the German milita-.
.. ry resistance into open re- |

belllon against Hitler, re-
gardless of any contrary na- |

- tional security policies un-
. dertaken by the President
and the Joint Chiefs of |

Staff.
Duilles himself makes a

" good, if only somewhat im-

plicit, case for Field Mar~ |

" shal Sir Harold Alexander's
_determination to thwart any

Communist or. Titoist sei-

‘zure of northern Italy, in-

cluding Trieste, whether,

" Washington fully approved

this respect or not. Certain- |
ly the abrupt reversals in

1 Dulles's orders from. the
" Combined Chiefs of Staff as |
«a result of Alexander's re--

sistance to. Stalin’s pressure |

. had very different final re-
* sults in Ifaly from those in

Gen. Eisenhower's SHAERF

The consequences, of

" course, were that in Sir Ha-

vold’s command, the aggres-

‘sive Anglo-American armies

beat Marshal Tito's Partl-
sans to Trieste by the nar

" rowest margin while in Gen, "
.Eisenhower's: more impor- |
- tant Central European thea- |

ter, the Russians entered .

*iBetlin: AND Prague wlthout

ote .l S P IEEE PPN T ren

Allen Dulles.

ompetition from the pas-x

“dive forces of the West. Of:

ourse, Dulles is too careful»
o take open credit for this'

ong-sought goal of OSS pol-

¢y in Switzerland.

DULLES LIKEWISE;
maintains. a notable discre-,
ion regarding the essential: -
bwiss role in furthering his;
blots and counterplots; it/
vould be interesting 1o}
mow just how much in:
heir turn the Swiss had, .
nedged with the Axis dur-;
ng the latter’s heyday in.
940-1, But the former dircc-
or of the CIA does stick
i{s neck out courageously in’
iefending the motives of:
}is principal Nazl collabora-.

-for in the surrender of the'

Ferman armiecs in Italy, SSi -
en, Karl Wolff.

That from 1943, an SS ge-
heral still imprisoned for’
ar crimes today had hoped

- o make peace with the

est, regardless of the’
rightful danger to his fami--

and himself, is not a pop-
lar observation at K6 the-

oment, Nevertheless,

olff's painful exampleg

Jeads directly to Dulles’s ba-1 -
-$ic final conclusion, a conw ]
-¢lusion with perhaps more:

fepercussions than origmal-v
1 ly intended. ¥

Writes the former CIA;E,

"flirector -from the vast;

weight .0of his 650 years of,_.
bxperience in war and diplo-;
macy: “It is so easy to:
tart wars or to get drawn"
nto them, and yet so diffis! -
bult to stop them. Once the

- pontending forces are-
Jocked in battle, communi--

bation between them ceases:
. « 'Trading,’ in the broad-

+pst sense, is banned. . . .
:Psually, no safe and secure:

vay of telling the other side

{fhat they want to make peace’

s quickly available.”
With such permanently.

; alld admissions from, the
op, what more can be addo.




